Top panels depict COX-2 gene expression in a large blood bessel (bv) of a rat that received the endotoxin lipopolysaccharide (LPS) into the peritoneal cavity. The bottom panels are examples of the IB␣ mRNA signal within the endothelium of brain microvasculature. Left panels are darkfield photomicrographs, whereas right panels are the same samples but taken under brightfield illumination. Endothelial cells were labeled by immunohistochemistry using antisera against the von Willebrand Factor (vWF-ir), whereas IB␣ mRNA was thereafter hybridized on the same sections by means of a radioactive in situ hybridization technique (silver grains). COX-2 mRNA was visualized by single radioactive in situ hybridization histochemistry (top panels, silver grains).
